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NHS head calls for pledge on EU staff

Government needs extra £500m a year to replace research funding

NHS chief Simon Stevens (centre) © Getty

JULY 19, 2016 10:45 PM
by: Sarah Neville, Public Policy Editor

The head of England’s NHS (http://next.ft.com/content/deao437a-087d-11e6-b6d3-746£8

130,000 staff from the EU working in health and social care will be allowed to remain in the
UK post-Brexit.

The comments by Simon Stevens came as Sir Bruce Keogh, NHS England medical director,
warned the government would need to find an additional £500m a year if it were to replace
EU funding for medical research that would now be lost.

Mr Stevens, chief executive of NHS England, told the health select committee that
throughout the NHS’s 68-year history it had relied on health professionals from outside
Britain committing their careers to the service.

In Great Ormond Street (http://next.ft.com/content/1894ea9c-3711-11€6-a780-b48ed7b61
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26f)children’s hospital alone, 400 members of staff were from the EU, and dependence on

EU staff could be seen in hospitals across the country.

Ben Bradshaw, a Labour member of the committee and former health minister, argued that
Theresa May, prime minister, saw such workers “as a bargaining chip set against 3m
Britons who are resident in other parts of the EU”.

Asked if he would like to hear “a stronger, more categorical assurance from the government
that they will be able to stay working and serving our NHS”. Mr Stevens said: “Well the
sooner we can have that, the better.”

Sir Bruce, giving evidence alongside Mr Stevens, said that between 2007 and 2013 Britain
had contributed €5.4bn into the European research coffers and had taken €8.8bn out. An
additional £500m a year would be required to make up for the loss of this funding post-
Brexit “and I have not heard anything to indicate that that would be replaced,” he added.

Blaming the lack of clarity about the future position, he said that “a number of individuals
have indicated they are not that keen on coming to jobs in the UK — people with a very
significant academic background — and we are already hearing of collaborations that are
being put on ice while this uncertainty is being resolved”.

Asked about the future of the European Medicines Agency (http://next.ft.com/content/6f4
7tb58-20d8-11e6-aa98-dbi1eoifabcoc), based in London, which evaluates medicines for all
EU countries through a single licensing agreement, Mr Stevens said it allowed British
patients access to more than 1,000 centrally-recommended medicines.

“Even if the EMA moves out of the UK there are those that would argue a strong case for us
seeking to be members of that cross-European medicines licensing regime, not least
because a lot of the expertise to get this job done for the whole of Europe resides with the
British scientists at the EMA,” he said.

MPs also asked Mr Stevens what assurances he had received that Britons travelling within
the EU would continue to receive free healthcare.

Many cross-border agreements, he said, related to membership of the European Economic
Area, rather than the EU itself. “We have reciprocal agreements outside the EU, such as
with Israel and other countries as well, so we will just have to go in to bat for a sensible set
of arrangements,” he added.

Print a single copy of this article for personal use. Contact us if you wish to print more to
distribute to others. © The Financial Times Ltd.
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